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There are not wanting, however, ſome amongſt us, who are for ſhortening theſe Re- 


& ſearches into Truth; and tell us, it is enough without any Thing farther, if we 
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Difference there is between a falſe Religion, and a true One falſely underſt 


only know, that ſuch a Thing is ritten: In which Opinion, it may be worth while 
to obſerve, they ſeem to differ a good deal from St. Philip; who, upon ſeeing a 
Perſon with a Bible in his Hand, was not content with merely aſking him, what 
he ſaw written there; but made this farther Enquiry, Underflande/t thou what thou 


readeft? And how this Buſineſs of Under/tanding is to be accompliſhed, without 


the Act of Reaſoning, without inquiring by whom any Thing was written; on 
what Occaſion ; with what probable Deſign ; how it agrees with other Parts of 
Scripture ; and poſſibly alſo, how conſonant it is to our own Notions of God, and 
the Relation we ſtand in to him, is, I own, a Point far above my Comprehenſion. 
One would not ſuppoſe, that theſe Men thought Scripture falſe ; but ſurely they 
talk as if they did : For what Harm can Inquiries about it do, if it be true? It 
is the Nature of all Truth to love the Light; of Error to avoid it. The, one 
acquires freſh Charms by being more clearly ſeen ; and the Uglineſs of the other 


can no otherwiſe be fully detected, than by being brought into public View. 


They would do well to tell us, before they take the Uſe of our Reaſon away, what 


F: A new Eftimate of Manners and Principles, printed at 
- + _- Cembridge, 1760. Part II. Chap. 10. 
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rn I REVE] RE ND. THE CLERGY 


0 F. TH E 
18 ARCH DE ACO N R Y .of LINCOL N. 
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* RxvureND Ba ETHIEX, 


H E following Diſcourſe. is ; offered to YOUR favourable Ac- 
| —ceptance from the Preſs, in Teſtimony of the Preacher's Re- 
Heat for the Clergy of a Diſtrict, among whom he is happy to num- 
ber himſelf. Its Contents are a few plain and undiſguiſed Thoughts 
on a Subject of the greateſt Importance to himſelf, and, in his Opi- 
nion, to all who like himſelf have undertaken the Office of diſpenſ- 
ing the Word of God to a Chriſtian and Proteſtant People. 


It is the Subſtance of a Plea ior a further Reformation in the 
eſtabliſhed Church, of England, in thoſe Inſtances. more eſpecially, 
where Reſtraints ſeem to be laid upon the Exerciſe of our Common 


Rights as Chriſtians and Proteſtants; . Reſtraints which are by no 


Means conſiſtent (at leaſt in the Preacher's Opinion) with the Prin- 


ciples on which the Proteſtant Reformation aroſe, and on which only 
it can be . 0 


Nor can he poſſibly perſunde bimlelk that OS is one among you, 
his reſpectable Brethren of the Clergy, who will not ſo far agree with 


him as to acknowledge, that not onlythe freeEnjoyment of hisLiberty, 
| but 
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U * 1 
but the fall Exerciſe of his Function, according to his own Perſuaſion, 
are Privileges which no Miniſter of God's Word can give up in Com- 
pliment to any Man, or any Body of Men, while he values himſelf 
on the P W as well as the Wann of the Proteſtant * 
3 aur enn gn 
And — 85 hp purſuaded Pr you; BF * * us ſhall Bo reality 
excuſed for holding forth the Subject in this general View, upon the 
Conſideration, that while he is aſſerting this Liberty to himſelf, and 
thoſe who are like-minded, he is likewiſe pleading that the ſame Pri- 
vilege may. be ſecured to thoſe from whom it is perhaps his Misfortune 
to differ in Matters of leſs Importance to the common Cauſe. 


The common Principle (acknowledged even by the Authority that 
lays upon us the Reſtraints above-mentioned) is, that the Scriptures 
are our only Rule of Faith and Practice, which have not only the 


Sanction of Chriſt and his Apoſtles as a Divine Revelation, majeſtic 


indeed, and awful in the Circumſtances of its Promulgation by the 
Son of God, but at the ſame Time acaynmodated in its Contents to 
the Underſtandings, the Wanrs, and deareſt Intereſts of Mankind, 
even of thoſe of the meaneſt Capacity. 


==> 


But what the Clearneſs of Evidence compels Men to confeſs, 
with Reſpect to the general Tenor of what is propoſed to them, their 
Prejudices, and ſome Circumſtances of their preſent Situation, pre- 
vail with them too often to overlook in their Practice, and ſome- 
times to form Miſconceptions, both of the Nature and End of the 
Chriſtian Diſpenſation, and by Conſequence of the Means by which 
its bleſſed Author intended it ſhould be propagated. 


Obvious as this Obſervation might be, few perhaps have been 
ſtruck with it in former Times; nor has it been, till of late, laid 


before the World with ſufficient Freedom, what pernicious Tendency 
| 6 5 | the 


& 


[ vii 


the Deferefice paid to human Bo 4 in Matters of Religion, has 


gracions Plan of Salvation by which al Ws F amilies of” the Earth 
were intended to be bleſſed. 3 : 


It is no Addict MEN the Importance of the Remonſtrances 
made on this Head, that they have been treated with Neglect, not to 
ſay contemptuous and malevolent Oppoſition. The Preacher has been 


duced ſome good Effect; and, under this Conviction, whenever he ſhall 
be called upon to bear his Teſtimony in the Cauſe of Chriſtian Li- 
berty, he ſhall think it his Duty that it ſhould be made as public as 
may be; and he hopes he ſhall need no other Apology for communi- 
cating the Sentiments delivered in the following Diſcourſe by the 
Means of the Preſs. He was called upon, according to the Cuſtom of 
the Furiſdiftion, to preach before his Brethren on a public Occaſion, 
and he knows but of one Individual, among his Hearers, who af- 
feed to have forgotten the Subject of the Controverſy. The Writer 
ſcruples not to declare, that his Convictions have not been unattended 
with Sacrifices of worldly Intereſt and Profit. Herein, however, he 
makes not his Boaſt, but offers this Circumſtance only as an Evidence 
of his earneſt Deſire to profeſs and preach Chriſt in all Sincerity and 
Truth ; and wherever that appears, the Scoffs and Sneers of bigotted 
and jealous Malevolence will have no other Effect with ſerious and 


that Spirit, which can treat a Subject of the firſt Importance to Reli- 
gion with ſo indecent a Levity. 


If it ſhould be ſaid, or n any one, that after the late Agi- 
tation of the Queſtion in public Controverſy, and a folemn Appeal to 


vived without good Reaſon; be that good Reaſon, the great Importance 
8 of 


had towards defacing the Beauty, and corrupting the Purity of that 


long convinced that they ſhould never be laid aſide, till they have pro- 


conſiderate Men, than to produce a Deteſtation of the Profligacy of 


the Legiſlature, the Subject had laid dormant, and ſhould not be re- 
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of it. To ſay that the Plies of the Times makes ſuch Revival un+ 
ſeaſonable, would be ſaying, that there are Seaſons when the Advance- 
ment of the Kingdom of Chriſt ſhould be poſtponed to the Intereſts 


of the Kingdoms of this World. If the Subject ſhould be thought 
to be exhauſted, the Anſwer is, that till the Relief ſollicited is granted, 

the Subject can never be exhauſted, eſpecially as it is ſo-well known 

that Oppreſſions and Impoſitions of all Kinds grow ſtill more grievous 
by Repetition and Continuance, and which ſome certain Appear- 
ances give us Apprehenſions, may Ar aukeppif the Caſe in * a8 

has been 1 in. her hege 125 | 1 0 

It becomes us, * to Ss better Hopes of thoſe from whom 
Relief is only to be had; but whatever may be the Event, the 
Preacher pledges himfelf, never to with-hold his, Mite towards the 
Accompliſhment of what is ſo deyoutly to be wiſhed by all honeſt and 
conſcientious Men. And though AT TER THE Way WHICH SOME 
CALL HERESY, HE MAY WORSHIP THE GoD or Hs FATHERS, he is 
only anſwerable to Almighty God for his Faith, and truſts that none 
of his Errors will be found to be taken up without Examination, or 
maintained without Conviction. And for the Reſt, it may ſuffice to 
declare his full Belief in the Revelation of Jeſus, and in the Catholic 


Principle of unlimited Charity ;—Wiſhing to ſhew himſelf, 


_ Gentlemen, 
on all Occaſions, 


June 2, 1773. Your Brother and Servant in Chriſt, 


SA Foy, 


Pe / / e . . T F ü! . 7⏑1·Ü—Ün—s I Ee — Oo 


ROMAN 8, TR XIV.. ant THR LATTER e 


or THE 5b Vn RSE. 


—— EVERY MAN BE FULLY PERSUADED. IN. 
HIS. ns 


'E hero read the great Apoſtolic Rule or Direction of Candor 


mutual. Meekneſs and Moderation towards each other, in 


RECEIVE YOU, BUT NOT TO DOUBTFUL DISPUTATIONS. FOR ONE 
WEAK, EATETH HERBS. . LET NOT HIM THAT .EATETH, DESPISB 
HIM THAT EATETH NOT: AND LET NOT HIM WHICH .EATETH NOT, 
JUDGE HIM THAT EATETH : Fon Go "HATH ..RECEIVED HIM “. 
THER ESTEEMETH EVERY: DAY ALIKE. And. the Apoſtle then 


FULLY PERSUADED IN His OWN MIND. 


* Rom, XIV, 1— 3. . 
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and Charity in our Sentiments; and the Foundation of 


Relpect of the Differences and Diſagreements in our religious Opinions 
—W hich is thus introduced — HIM THAT IS wEAK IN THE FAITH 


BELIEVETH THAT HE MAY EAT ALL THINGS : . ANOTHER WHO 16 


Apain, ONE MAN ESTEEMETH. ONE Day ABOVE ANOTHER ; Axo- 


adds, with a Dignity and deciſive Emphaſis, LET EVERY Man BER 
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There have not, however, ; 8 amidſt the Variety of In- 
terpreters, ſome who have induſtriouſly laboured to prove that this 
PzR8VASION was intended to be confined to Things called indifferent. 


But it may be remarked, once for all, that where there is a Law, 


Tranſgreſſion cannot be indifferent, even in Things not otherwiſe 
material; no ſuch Limitation appears upon the Face of the Apoſtle's 
Reaſoning, or is fairly deducible from it, nor could it be made con- 


ſiftent with nay Part of his Writings. 


et wn Judgment, formed in 


| Conſequence of ſuch Perſuaſion, St. Paul writes, WHo ART THOU 
THAT JUDGEST ANOTHER Max's SERVANT ? To His owN MASTER 


HE STANDETH OR FALLETH: And that we may have further Con- 


fidence in ſuch our Liberty and our Duty, he goes on to ſay, YEA, HE 
SHALL BE HOLDEN UP: For Gop Is ABLE TO MAKE HIM STAND#, 


Nor does he omit affectionately to caution and exhort us Nor To PUT 


A\STUMBLING=BLOCK, OR AN OCCASION TO FALL IN OUR BROTHER'S 
Wart: And this with a View, as is moſt probable, to the Decla- 
ration of Chriſt, that iT MusT NEEDs BE THAT OFFENCES COME : 
Bur wo To THAT MAN BY WHOM THE OFFENCE COMETH 7. 

In the Account which Paul gives the Athenians of his own Con- 
verſion, and in his Speech before Agrippa, he prefaces the Hiſtory 
with the ingenuous Avowal of his having been of the Sect of the 
Phariſees he recites his having perſecuted the Chriſtians ||, and 
even confeſſes the Share he had in the Murder of Stephen *. And 
theſe, when before Agrippa, he very juſtly reckons among thoſe | 
Things which he did conTRary To THE NAME or Jxsus or NA- 
'ZARETH ++. So far the * Direction 1 in my Text is approved by 


bo Rom. XIV. 4. + Rom. xiv. 13. 4+ Matt; xviii. 7. § Acts xxiii, 6, xxvi 5. 
Acts xxii. 4. xxvi. 10. Acts xxii. 20. 17 AQ xxvi. 9. 
. | the 


1 


. 


3 1 1 


amination, and the voluntary Act of the Mind. Nor ſhould it be 


unobſerved that Perſuaſion in all Caſes precedes willing Obedience,” 
and therefore belongs to the Man himſelf; 5 N of e 


is the 2 of others. 


As Fetlow-di ſciples and Followers of our common Maſter, we have 


many Obligations to mutual Indulgence and Charity. But St. Paul, 
in the Paſſage before us, it is ſubmitted, extends his Ex hortation to a 
tolerating Spirit towards the Gentile, as well as the Jewiſh Converts ; ö 
or, to ſpeak in a Language adapted to our own Day, and to bring the 
divine Precept into a ſuitable Application to our own Caſes—Candor 
and Charity, Meekneſs and Moderation, to which his Precept evi- 


dently has eſpecial Reſpect, are to be extended to all the human Race, 
whether they reje& the Glad-tidings of our Meſſiah, or receiving 
them, ſhould in ſome Degree corrupt the Word of God, AND MAKE | 


IT OF NONE EFFECT, THROUGH THEIR Tamer .. 


þ ” 
* 


An 123 | in the written Word of the infallible God will 


never be found inconfiſtent with itſelf, or contradictory to any of the 
component Parts, or the general Principle of the Whole; and if of 
nora Obligation will never be found n or N in its Extente: 


"v 


Now, when we conſider this Exhortation before us, Lana EVERY 
Max BE FULLY PERSUADED IN HIS OwN MIND, as it reſpects an in- 
dependent Individual, we muft neceflarily preſuppoſe the Duty of fair 
and full Enquiry, whether Things are fo or no. And when we find 
ſuch Individual, a Member of a Chriſtian Society, we muſt take in the 
reciprocal Duty of the Rulers of the People, whether the Helm of 


* Mark vii. 13. | 
B 2 Sovernment 


the Apoſtle s Confeſſſon in Regard to his own Conduct. För, as 
Perſecution implies Compulſion, ſo Perſuaſion implies previous Ex- 
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en is guided by one or * many, #5 f the Civil Magitrae, or 
a ee Pontiff oo | 15 


11 has, 8 bert the bs Fate of Chriſtianiey, 1 its 
ſeveral Modes of public Teaching and Profefling, to be reſtrained in its 
Progreſs and cramped in its benevolent · Operations upon the human 
Mind. From the End of the third to the fifteenth Century of the 
Chriſtian Æra, the Goſpel of the bleſſed Jeſus was never ſuffered to 
appear in its native Dreſs, or in that amiable Light in which its great 

Author and his Apoſtles left it, but was viewed and explained through 
the thick and deceitful Medium of Eſtabliſhments of human For- 
mularies of religious Faith and Doctrine. And during the two laſt 
| Centuiies, as alſo in that in which we now live, the Eſtabliſhment of 
human Syſtems has not a little darkened thoſe Lights which ſhould 
have appeared in the World in their original Luſtre, and has over- 
ſhadowed the Labors even of our moſt able and ö Inquirers, 
| and moſt Judicious Expoſitors. 


In the Conſtitution of ſuch human Eſtabliſhments, we may, almoſt 
univerſally, diſcern the Want of liberal Examination; and, even in 
© Proteſtant Communions, an inconſiſtent Depagture from our only 
defenſible Ground, and a more tenacious Adherence to Conſtructions 


and Interpretations of Scripture, eſpouſed by the Leaders of Sects and 
Parties, than to the Scriptures themſelves, the only avowed Teſt of our 
700 e Opinions 7. . 
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* „% Who are they chat we muſt call REFoORMERs, and by the Opinions of which of 
ee them muſt we abide? Did not Calvin ſee farther than Luther, or do you reſt where 
ec Luther did; and admit the Doctrine of Conſubſtantiation? Would you exactly follow 
« the. Steps of Caluin; then you muſt uſe Sports on the Lord's Day, and inſtead of 
« writing againſt, burn me at the Stake, as he did Servetus. If the Reformers differed 
& from one another, why may not we differ — them all ? You will hardly maintain 
„ their 


* 


- 


Upon what, other Provence: can a a Belief. .of the Holy Scriptures be 
rejected, as an inadequate Bond of Union among fellow Chriſtians, 
than upon that of their declared Inſufficiency ? What avail one or. 
more- general Declarations, confronted by. the Remainder of the 
Syſtem ?; And ,when the Doctrine of ſuch Inſufficiency. is once ad- 
mitted, with what Arguments are the Aſſailants and Adverſaries of 
that FalxTR WHICH WAS ONCE DELIVERED-TO THE SAINTS *. to 
filenced and convinced? It will be of little Ayail to object to the Ad- 


ditions to the Seri ptures, and the Requiſition of implicit Faith in the 
Deciſions of the holy See, when it may be replied to the Obje&or, , 


that by impoſing Interpretations and Conceits of human Device, and 
eſtabliſhing Conſent to theſe, as the Terms of Admiſſion to our Mi! 
niſtry, we do the ſame Thing under another Name +. The ſuppoſed 


Fruth 


« their pads: What Authority have you to ee that the divine Being con- 

< figed the Reformation to that particular Age? Is it not much more probable, that it 
« was only begun then, and that it is our Duty to carry it on?“ Dr. Prieſtiey ? Con- 
- fiderations on Differences f Opinion among Chriſtians, with a Letter to Mr. Vun. 1769. 
p. 53.—Witdiff acknowledged ſeven Sacraments, though he renounced T ranſubſtan-. 
tiation. See Gilpin's Lives of Widiff, &c. p. 4143. and 63, 64— Henry VIII. the n. 
| minal Father of the Reformation, believed all the DoArines of the Church of Rome, . 

fave the Pope's Supremacy. Granger's Big. Hi tory, Vol. i. p. 77. 


Jude 3. + With as great Truth as Wit, it has been obſerved by that excellent 


Prelate, Biſhop Benjamin Hoadly, in his Dedication to Pope Clement XI. prefixed to 
Sir R. Steele“: Account of the State of the Roman Catholic Religion (Val, 1. p. 53s. of 


the Biſhop! s Works in Folio) That You cannot err in any Thing you determine, and 


«© We never do: That is, in other Words, that you are infallible, and we always in the 
44 right. We cannot but eſteem the Advantage to be exceedingly on our Side, in this 
4 Caſe, becauſe we have all the Benefits of Infallibility, without the Abſurdity of pre- 

cc tending to it; and without the uneaſy Taſk of maintaining a Point ſo ſhocking to 
<« the Underſtanding of Mankind. And you muſt pardon us, if we cannot help think- 
et ing it to be as great and as glorious a Privilege in as, to be always in the right, 
de without the Pretence to Infallibility, as it can be in you to be always in the wrong 

de with it.” This Obſervation of Biſhop Heads is noticed by the venerable and 
learned Dr. Robertſon (formerly Rector and Vicar of Ravilly, in the Dioceſe of Leighlin,' 
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in Ireland) in his . to explain the Wards, Reaſon, NR &c, (3d Edit. 1767. 


— 
— 

* 
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Ret t 6 4 
Truth or Falſchood of theſe Impoſitions are no Way Seebad f in 
the Queſtion, for that Authority which hath Tyner to bu er wilf 


allume ow the Right to interpret. | 


"If T Es of the Force of this 3 it ſhould be in- 
ſiſted; in Behalf of our Church, that ſuch Impofition is confined to the 
„ „ we have returned upon us, the Abſurdity of compelling the 

Clergy to preach, what we conſider the People under no Obligation to 
believe. How aptly then would the Cloſe of St. Pauls Reaſoning in 
Proof of the important Doctrine of the Reſurrection of Chriſt be ap- 
plied to our Shame and Confuſion, for might not our Adverſary fay, 

THEN 18 YOUR PREACHING VAIN, , AND THEN | 1s THEIR L Fair 


ALso VAIN . 


Ie has been a favorite Argument, in the Mouths of ſome Contro- 
verflaliſts, that all Societies muſt have fome Bond or Centre of 
Union, and that a Summary of certain Matters both of Faith and 
Doctrine is neceſſary and lawful in every Chriſtian Society, as a 
Guard and Bulwark againſt Miſinterpretation of r OO 
. wildeſt'Fanatic' calls Senpture to his Proof f. 


3 36. ) where al he i the following Obſervation, “The Clergy of the Church. 
of Rame ſubſeribe to XXIV A: tieles of Religion; the Clergy of the Church of. 


'« England? as more Orthodox, ſubſcribe to XXXIX. 
„ x Cor, xv. 14. + The Writer who ſeems to venture the moſt upon the Succeſs. 


os. this Figment i is Archdeacon Balguy, whoſe own Words are, & Tt is ſcarce poſlible- 
to name or to invent an Opinion more abſurd in itſelf, or more hurtful to Society, or 
| 40 more fatal to the Caufe of Virtue and Piety, than many of thoſe which have actually 

« been maintained by. Men, who called themſelves Chriſtians.” Charge i in 1772. p. 10. 
There are ſome Sentiments and Arguments of Biſhop Headly's in his Common Rights of 
|  Subjefts, Chap. ii. 5. 6. (Vol. II. p. 732. of his Works) well deſerving the Peruſal of 

Dr. — and which muſt have e his Notice while he was a his preſent 


þ 


G7 7 


T bat all Soc both Shou and muſt have be Bond « or. Centre 


of Union, ſhall be granted in the fulleſt Extent of the Maintainer's 


Wiſhes. And as we are agreed in acknowledging Jeſus Chriſt to be 


the Head of the Chriſtian Society, we have none other to whom, we 
can look up, or refer ourſelves for lawful DireQions 88 to ſuch | 


Bond of Union “. 5 77 on 


'T 5 furthet 3 our N into he Conduct of Chiiſt himſelf 
will carry us, is the Satisfaction he expreſſed at Peter's Anſwer to his 


Queſtion, WHoM sAr YE, THAT I am? THou ART, CHRIST THE 
SON OF THE LIvING Gop, returned Peter. AnD Jxsus ANSWERED, 
AND SAID UNTO HIM, BLESSED ART 'THOU SIMON Barjona: For. 


FLESH AND Bl. oo HATH NOT REVEALED, IT UNTO XHER, aur MY 
FATHER WHICH IS IN HEAVEN. AND I SAY ALSO, UNTO 'THEE, 
THAT THOU ART PETER, AND UPON THIS Rock I WILL BUILD MY 
CHURCH ;'/AND THE GATES oF HELL SHALL NOT PREVAIL AGAINST 


IT T. In more familiar Language, this Confeſſion or Belief in me as 
the Chriſt, the Son of God; is full Proof of Faith in me as the pros * 


med *. aud eee of a better anten, 14 

fy PTY in an \ Addreſs to "ako 1 in ol the on Warmihof 
Affection for their beſt Intereſt, . declares TuE WorD or Falrx 
wrrcn HE PREACHED, WAS, THAT IF THOU. SHALTCONFESS. WITH 


% * 


Gloucefter, ſeems to be even at this Day, and in our own Church, à vague and 


Term, and ſhould operate as ſuch. Thus much may be collected from an excellent 

Letter to Sir William Meredith, upon w_ Subjedt of Subſcriptions & 6. 4¹⁰ Printed py | 

F. Swan, 1772. : 
+ Matt. xvi. 15—18, 


r LAW; 


Hxaxx, 


3 


Tur: Movru THE LORD "Oey AND SHALT BELIEVE IN r.. 


„This Bond of Union, a favorite Idea in the Writings of the worthy Dean of 


unſettled Expreſſion, in Reſpect to what, properly ſpeaking, is underſtood by that 
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Heaxr, THAT Gov HATH xarizD un en THE Dan, TROY. 


SHALT BE SAVED 5 


"thee ha; are FF of Confeli ions hick atisfied t the De- 


mands of Chriſt and Paul, the firm Belief of which (a correſpond- | 
ent Conformity to their Precepts ſu ppoſed) is declared to be the 


Foundation of the Chriſtian Church, and to give Men a full Aſſurance 


of Salvation. To this Confeſſion of Faith in Chriſt, might be- 
joined a Declaration of the Sufficiency of the Scriptures, as an Out- 
work placed againſt the Incroachments and Spread of the grand Apoſ- 
tacy of Chriſtian Rome; and, as on the one Hand the Authority of 
Man ſhould be bounded by this Barrier, ſo on the other, the Wit of 
Man cannot ſuggeſt or deviſe a more renn ous of: peas for. | 


5 e erte and 1 been 


Wen it is Ade is Pine 4 1s ci: 104 uſeful for : 
the Inſtruction and Direction of ſuch Subſcriber, I would be under- 


ſtood to object, not tothe Utility of any proper and judicious Aſſiſt- 


ances, fo far as may enable Enquirers to form a Judgment or Per» 
ſuaſion for themſelves, but to the Impoſition of them as Terms of 


Oommunion, precluding a free and impartial Judgment, by a per- 


emptory dogmatic Determination. In that Eight, I cannot forbear 


to conſider them as derogatory to the Credit and fupreme Authority 


of the Holy Sorjptures: Nor. need I to mira, in Aid of my Argu- 


* Ram. ; x. 8, 9. Conſult alſo Ads xvii.. 2, 3. where Paul-is related to have rea/oned 
with the Jews of Theſſalonica, out. of the Scriptures, opening and alleadging that Chriſt muft 
needs have ſuffered, . and riſen: again rem the Dead; and that Jeſus whom he preached unt, 

"them, was Chrift. See alſo John xi. 255-27» where Jeſus declares the Sufficiency, of 
Martha's Faith, that he was the Ghri/t, the Son of Gad, which, Huld come into the World ; 
and ver. 40—44 confirm it by the Reſurrection of Lazarus her Brother. Compare 


alſo 1 John iv. 14, 15.—Let now the Advocates for a Form of ſqund Words, find other 


than theſe, as ſufficient Evidences of a Chriſtian's Faith, warranted by Chriſt ; and he 


will have ſome Reaſon to plume himſelf on his Diſcovery, 
ment, 


1 


ment, * all neceſſary Articles of Faith and Rules of PraQtice are 


clearly revealed, fo far as relates to the Inſtruction of the Poor: (or 
illiterate) who were to HAVE THE GOSPEL PREACHED UNTO THEM *. 
That Goſpel, to which may be applied the Direction given to Habalbuł 

in Reſpect to a Viſion, MAKE IT PLAIN UPON TABLES, THAT RR MAT 


RUN THAT READETH +. The Meaſure then of neceſſary Information 
and Intelligence could not be leflened by the Removal of certain 


modern Confeſſions, or Symbols of certain Churches, 


That F anatics may 3 to the Scriptures in Proof of their Opi - 


nions, is very poſſible ; ſome Writers have gone further, and fad, 


that every religious Opinion has its Martyr ; but it is certain that 
there is as much Diſagreement among us with Reſpe& to the Ex- 
plications of our eſtabliſhed Formularies, as could poſſibly have been 
in the Interpretations of thoſe Scriptures from whence, certain Advo- 
cates maintain them to have been taken. Nor is this Diſagreement 
in Opinion confined to two oppoſite Parties, but multiplied into as 
many as there are diſtin& Propoſitions contained in thoſe Formulariesf. 
Such, indeed, is the Temper and Conſtitution of the human Mind, 
that this Diverſity of Opinions is unavoidable, inſomuch, that it would 
be no'leſs wild a Project to attempt to regulate the Stature of all Mans 
kind by one Standard, or to reduce their Countenances to one Mould 
or Faſhion, and at the ſame Time preſerve the human Form and 
Figure entire, as to make them of one Mind; and in ſome Inſtances 


* Luke iv. 18. vil. 22. 4 Hab. ii. 2. 


1 For theſe ſame Articles are 


« called only Thirty-nine, yet no Man muſt from hence imagine, that he has only 


Thirty. nine Propoſitions to denl with ; he will find four or five Times that Number, 
. « though bound up indeed into ſo many Bundles, The ſecond Artiele alone contains 
« thirteen very ſubſtantial Propoſitions; the ſeventeenth, twelve ; the twenty-fifth as 
« many. How many are included in the thirty- fifth it is impoſſible to ſay, as it implies 
44 our Aſſent to two whole Books, one of which is now ſcarcely extant, and the other 
« appears to want conſiderable Elueidations, before it can be;rightly under landed of "the 
4 Prople.” See the learned Biſhop Law's Con/iderations.on Ty of Aer a Sub- 
= to Articles of Faith. ad Edit. 1774. p. 6. 
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it would be the leſs Thjury of the two to disfigure or maim the Body 
of a Man to bring it to à certain Standard of Bulk or Stature, as te 
torture and wreſt his mental Faculties to a Conformity with certain 
preſcribed Theories in Matters of the ſpeculative Kind. - Such Dif- 
ferences of Opinion, though ſometimes, alas! uncandidly maintained 
and uncharitably conducted, promote Enquiry, and all Enquiry is fa- 
vorable to the Inveſtigation of Truth and the Rejection of Error, and 
goes a great Way towards giving ample Satisfaction to a thinking 


Chriſtian, who would gladly be able to 61vE AN ANSWER TO EVERY 


MaN THAT ASKETH HIM A REASON oF THE HoPE THAT 18s IN 


BIM *, and to give an Account of the Faith that is required of . to 
profeſs +. 


The intemperate Zeal which we may not unfrequently obſerve in 
polemic Writers, owes not its Spirit to that Goſpel which, with much 


good Meaning, it aims to defend, but to the Gehitus of that Syſtem, 


which directs the Force and Scope of the Writer's Arguments to the 
Terms of ſome human Compoſition, and by that Means, often ends in 
creating an irreconcilable Variance between the fame Perſon and 
himſelf, in the twofold Character of Subſcriber and Writer. This 
has been done in more than an hundred Inſtances among our môſt 
able, as well as dignified Expoſitors of the preſent Age. And this is 
a Difficulty, which will more frequently embarraſs future Defenders 


of our common Chriſtianity, in Proportion as our Knowledge is 


increaſed. But ſurely we may hope that the Dogmata of dark and 


ignorant Ages, will not for ever hide from us the Light of the Goſ- 


pel, nor will the pure Milk of the Word be long with-held from thoſe 
whoſe firſt Duty it is to give it to others? Every Branch of Philo- 


* 1 Pet. iii. 15, + If this Queſtion ſhould'yet be judged controvertible, the 
Reader may promiſe himſelf very conſiderable Satisfaction from the Peruſal of an 
excellent prefatory Diſcourſe, containing ſome Thoughts on the Uſe and Importance 
« "of Theologica] Controverſy.” —Prefixed to the ſecond Edition of an Hiſtorical View 
7 n Controverſy concerning an intermediate State, — for Wheble 1772. 8vo. 


fophy 


4123 

 Gphy has undergone a Variety of Changes, and desc prog 
Improvements within that Compaſs of Time to which I refer; 

has the Knowledge of Scripture received leſs Acquiſitions.” * 
Science, it has had conſiderable Aſſiſtanee from the united and ſuc- 
ceſſive Labours of the Learned, and the Addition of much collateral 
Knowledge, ſuch for Inſtance, among others, as has been gathered 
from the Teſtimony of certain learned and inquiſitive Travellers into 
the Eaſtern World *, who by accurate Diſquiſitions into the Cuſtoms 
and Manners of the Abet as well before, as after the Birth of 
Chriſt, have happily illuſtrated many Particulars in the ſacred 
Writings, which had occaſioned no little Perplexity among former 
Commentators. Nor is it entirely paradoxical to ſay, that even the 
Writings of Unbelievers have, though undeſignedly on their Part, 
been of great Service to the Cauſe of Chriſtianity, by exciting the 
Spirit of Examination in the Defenders of it, which has given Oc- 
caſion to many valuable Diſcoveries in Behalf of Revelation. Nor 
has a rational Knowledge of our Bible been improved and increaſed 
among us, by any Thing, more than the Qbſervance of that Canon of 


Scripture Criticiſm laid down by the immortal Locke, —of making 


the Scriptures thier own ene +. 


. 


* gee an excellent Work intitled Gnas e on divers Paſſages of Scripture. are 
from Beoks of Vayages and Travels into the Baſt by Mr. Harmer, 2 Vol, 

+ See his Reaſanableneſs of Cbriſtianity, and his to Jindications of it. 4 Wide,” alfo 
ſays his elegant Biographer, Mr. Gilpin (2d Edit. 1776. p. 4. and 4.) & ſeems to have 
% chalked out for himſelf a ſimpler Path. He took the naked Text of Scripture into 
46 his Hands, and became his own Annotator. The Writings of the Schoolmen, he 

« ſoon found, were. calculated only to make Sectaries, the Bible alone to make a 
< rational Chriſtian.— The Day will come, I hope, ſaid Ficliff (Ib. p. 63.) when 
« Men will be wiſe enough top ſhake from their Necks the Dominion of human Ordi- 
<< nances ; and diſdain Submifion to any eccleſiaſtical Inj junctions, but ſuch as ö 
« plainly authorized by the Word of God.” Lord Cobham, concluding his Account of 
his Faith, ſays, F inally, my F aich! is, that God will aſk no more of a Chriſtian in this 
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When, excluſive of the Conſideration of any Scriptural Grounds 
FP the Inſtitution of human Formularies of religious Faith and Doc- 
trine, we are told of their Utility and Expedience in other Reſpects, 
it is not eaſy to ſee- the Force of the Argument. To conclude that 
ſuch fappoſed Utility and Expedience were intended to be referred to 
the Emoluments and Intereſts annexed to our ſeveral Stations, would 
be to harbor uncharitable and diſparaging Sentiments- of the Pro- 
poſers, and argue almoſt as malevolent a Mind in the Perſon who 
ſhould give it Credit, as it would doubtleſs argue a profligate Avarice 
in the Perſon who ſhould advance it. It would be aſcribing to them 
the Spirit of Demetrius, who had the Aſſurance to proclaim, that 
BY His CRAFT, or Employment, HE and his fellow Craftſmen HAD 
THEIR WEALTH, and joining in the Cry againſt Paul, GREAr 18. 
DIiAaNA OF THE EPHESIANS *. For this Idea then we will ſubſtitute 
a more candid one, and ſuppoſe that ſuch Utility and Expedience are 
referred to the ſpiritual Intereſts of the Body of Chriſtians, or in other 
Words, to mne true Intereſts of . 


4 But hae is immediately ede, in Behalf of the Reverſe of this 
Plea, one unanſwerable Truth. The uniform and concurrent Expe- 
rience of all Ages fince Chriſtianity was firft connected or taken into 
Alliance with the Civil Power, declares againſt both this Utility and 

Expedicnce. I do not confine myſelf to the latter Periods of our n 
Church Hiſtory, for the Fact is equally evident in a Retroſpect to 
former Ages, and in every Chriftian Church. The very prefumptive 
Argument carries on its Face the Suppoſition of the leſs Utility of 
the Chriſtian Scriptures. to the Doctrines and Explications of Men, 
If it is urged that it promotes Conſent touching true Religion, I not only 


« Life, than to obey the Precepts of his bleſſed Law, If any Prelate of the Church 
4 requireth more, or any other Kind of Obedience, he contemneth Chriſt, exalteth 
« himſelf above God, and becometh plainly Antichriſt. Ib. p. 121. 


* Acts xix. * &e. 4 83 
deny 


6 


deny the Fa# from Experience, but the Paꝗſſibiliiyj of it from the 
Nature of the Thing itſelf: and will venture to obſerve, that it is 
human Formularies of religious Faith and Doctrine eſtabliſhed in 
Chriſtian and Proteſtant Countries, which has cauſed numberleſs In- 
conveniencies to the Profeſſors of true Religion. And might not 
Inſtances be brought of Writers in our own Church, who to accom- 
modate themſelves and their Works to the reigning Syſtem, have been 
obliged to miſrepreſent the genuine Doctrines of the Goſpel, affording 
thereby Triumphs to their Adverſaries of different Denominations, 
and Matter of Doubt, Perplexity, and Offence to many of their own 
Communion, who might be otherwiſe deſirous to edify by their Labors? 
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Theſe Expedients-then not only fail of ſecuring an Uniformity of 
Opinion, but even in ſecuring an Uniformity of Profeſſion. Each in- 
genuous Enquirer abounds in his own Senſe, and it is no more unuſual 
to ſee a Number of Members of our own Church as far from Agree- 
ment with each other in their Opinions on ſome Points, on whichs 
however, the Church has decided with tolerable Preciſion, as we 
find them unanimouſly diſagreeing with Diſſenters or Separatiſts from 
the Church of England upon certain other Topics. And here it may 
not be foreign to this Part of my Argument, and more particularly 
after the foregoing Conſiderations, to aſk, why this Diverſity of Opi- 
nions may not as ſafely be expreſsly allowed by the ſupreme Autho- 
rity” of the State, as left to be enjoyed on the precarious Tenure of 
Connivance; in apparent Contradiction to the avowed Deſign of the 
Impoſition, to the Prejudice of Truth, Sincerity, and Freedom of En- 
quiry, and to the great * of many en and conſeien· 
tious Men. 
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Whatever Arguments in Favour of an Eſtabliſhment of human. For- 
mularies of religious Faith and Doctrine are acknowledged to owe their 
Riſe and. Force to mere political Wiſdom, will be found upon Enquiry 

| : Ms 


3 
to have originated from a Source in no Connection with the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, who built on no ſuch Foundation, and conſequently are of 
Hepitimate Deſcent ; and when carried to their utmoſt Pitch of Au- 
___ often make 2 their very Patrons. | 


So ber 8 10 Goſpel of Chriſt is Givorable to the reaſonable Liberty 
of every Man, fo far as it inculcates, and is calculated to promote the 
Profeſſion of Faith in Chriſt, and the Hopes of a Life to come in all 
Sincerity and Truth, and to live here in all Godlineſs and Honeſty, ſo 
far as it teaches Obedience to all the lawful Commands of Government; 
juſt ſo far is that Goſpel pure and unadulterated, favorable to the In- 
tereſt of the whole and every Member of Civil Society. But no ſooner do 
the Civil Powers interpoſe to add to, or inforce the Obligations of 
Chriſtians by human Penalties, than the humble Spirit of the Goſpel, 
and the willing Obedience of the Chriſtian are at an End. The Motives 
of Duty are no longer Affection and Gratitude to the Redeemer, but 
abje& Fear of Puniſhment, or ſordid Hope of Reward in the preſent 
Life, which never fail to diſappoint the Cwil Magiſtrate of that Aid, 
which. every wiſe one deſires to derive from Religion. If it were 
poſſible to ſuppoſe a Society to exiſt which had Intereſts oppoſite to 
the preſent Happineſs, and future Hopes of its Members, ſuch Society | 
would indeed receive no Benefit from the Goſpel of Chriſt, and might, 
therefore, conſiſtently enough witk its own Views and Intereſts, 
deface-or even deſtroy it. And if any Thing like this is the Effect of 
excluſive Eſtabliſhments of Religion as now conſtituted, ' can the of- 
fenſive Parts of them be removed too ſoon * ? | 
ern ng. Return 


* Dr. Campbell, in his Sermon preached before the Synod of Aberdeen, 1771, obſerves, 
an Anſwer to the Queſtion, bat isthe Church of Chrifh.? « If we recur,” ſays he, ( p-. 59. 
<< to the New Teſtament for an Explanation, it is no other than the Community of his 

«+. faithful Diſciples, aSunted*by his Spirit; for if any Man have not the Spirit of Cbrift, 
4 1 Koc. viii. 9.) Lal add one Queſtion more, What is the Intereſt 

« of 


Lt +I 
Return we now to the Conſfiderition of the Duty of the-Individual, 
in Contradiſtinction to the Duty of the Society to which he belongs, as 
we may collect it from the Precept of our inſpired Paul, LE EVERY 
EE IE FULLY PERSVADED IN ls ie r 


L No ma can ruſty be bead to BE FULLY PERSUADED IN HIS"OWN 
Nie, until he has exercifed his intellectual Faculties in a fair and fufl 
Enquiry. And that Conviction which follows Enquiry, will ever be 
the right Faith to that Individual, however different from the Profeſſion 
of thoſe among whom he may live, or the Principles of thoſe under 
whom He may have been educated. Orthodoxy 1 is a Word of very 
vague and indeterminate Signification; it meaneth one Thing To- 
day, and another To- morrow; one Thing with the Proteſtant, another 


with the Papiſt, and very wide from the Nane of either, When 
ny by che Jour or Mahomedan. TE 


Enquiry then ſhould ſeem the natural Duty of every Man from the 
Nature of Things. Under the Goſpel Diſpenſation, and as Members 
of a Proteſtant Church, we are under the Obligation to make and 
purſfue our Enquiries, or we take up our Chriſtianity and Proteſtantiſm 
with the tacit Reſerve of diſobeying the Commands of our Lord and 
Maſter, when they interfere with the Injunctions of a different Autho- 
rity, and conſequently of acting inconſiſtently with our Character and 


« of this Church? In the View which our Religion gives of it, it is not their Wealth, 

«gr Rank, or Fame, or even the Security of their Lives and Fortunes; but it is their 
« Advancement in Faith and Purity. Can I, then, by corrupting one of the Members, 

% and hazarding the Infection of the Reſt, advance the Purity of the Whole? Indeed, 
<« if you mean by the Church, according to the Acceptation of 'the Word with many, 

« a certain Order of Men only; and if you mean by their Intereſt, their luerative 

„ Offices, Dignity, and Power, and the Credit of thoſe Dogmas on which the Whole 

« is founded; I ſhall admit, that the Cauſe of the Church, in your Senſe of the Word, 


4c and the Cauſe of Virtue, which is the Cauſe of God, may de as s oppoſite as Truth 
> and Falſehood, Heaven and Hell.“ 


Principles, 


n we pretend to e 


WHETHER THEY ARE OF Gop *. 
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Principles, as contraſted with thoſe of the i, WY whoſe Im- 


* 


St. Jobn exhorts the Relllowers of Chriſt ro Tx THE Seinirs, 
St. Luke highly commends the 
Greatneſs of Mind in the Bereans, declaring them, as we read it, 


Monk NOBLE, or of a better Diſpoſition, THAN THOSE or THEsSALO- 


NICA, IN THAT THEY RECEIVED THE WORD WITH ALL READINEss 
or Mixp, AND SEARCHED THE SCRIPTURES DAILY, WHETHER THESE 

THINGS WERE $80 +. St. Paul calls upon the Theſſalonians to PROVE 
ALL TrinGs, and having fo done, to HOLD FAST THAT WHICH 18 
GO f. He bids the Galatians to sTAND FAST IN THAT LIBERTY, 
WHEREWITH CHRIST HAD MADE THEM FREE, AND NOT TO BE EN- 
TANGLED AGAIN WITH THE YOKE OF BONDAGE F. To Timothy he 
writes, BE NOT ASHAMED OF THE "TESTIMONY OF OUR LORD, NOR 


OF ME HIS PRISONER ||. 


And early in his Epiſtle to the Romans, 


with unſhaken Firmneſs, and undaunted Courage, he declares his own 
Attachment to and ready Service in the Cauſe of his Maſter ; I am 
READY, ſays he, TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO YOU THAT ARE AT 
Rome ALso: FoR IAM NOT ASHAMED OF THE GosPgL or CHRIST ; 
FOR IT 1s THE POWER OF Gop vN ro SALVATION, TO EVERY ONE 
THAT BELIEVETH, TO THE JEW FIRST, AND ALSO TO THE 


GREEK **. 


r 


* 1 John iv. 1 

11 Theſſ. v. 21. 
It is to the laſt Degree criminal and diſhonourable for a Miniſter of the Goſpel to 
conceal the Truth, or in a timid and illiberal Manner to approach it, like Nicodemus, 
in the Night, for Fear of the Cenſures of the World. Hoary and venerable ERROR 
would to this Moment have maintained her Throne, and the Empire of Darkneſs 
and Dullneſs be perpetuated to the End of Time, and there never would have exiſted 
any ſuch Religion as the Chriſtian, any ſuch Characters among Mankind as Martyrs 
and Confeſſors, or any ſuch illuſtrious /Eras in the Annals of the World, as religious 
Reformations ; had wiſe and good Men ever complimented Prieſts and Princes with | 


. 


Let 


- + Ads xvii, 11. and fee Biſhop Pearce's Commentary on the Place. 


§ Gal. v. 1. 


ll 2 Tim. 1 1. 8. 


Rom. i. 15, 16. 


e believing 


= 


Let me aſk, how can we, as Proteſtants, juſtify our Departure even 
from the Mor ER of HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE 
EARTH *, but by conſulting and reading our Bible, primarily main- 
taining the ſupreme and excluſive Authority thereof, and thence con- 1 
fronting the Idolatry and Impieties of the Romaniſts, with the Mos -r = 
SURE WORD OF PROPHECY, WHEREUNTO WE DO WELL THAT WE 
TAKE HEED, AS UNTO A LIGHT THAT SHINETH IN A DARK 
PLACE +? SECRET THINGS, ſays Moſes, BELONG TO THE LORD OUR 
GoD; BUT THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE REVEALED, BELONG TO us, 
AND TO OUR CHILDREN FOR EVER f. N 


„ 
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When we put on the Character of Miniſters of a Chriſtian and Pro- 
teſtant Church, it becomes a Conſideration of the firſt Importance to 
us, how far our reſpective Engagements admit of any Attempt to- 
wards the Removal of theſe Stumbling-blocks of Offence, and theſe 
Impediments to the free Courſe of the Goſpel, with which 1 1t was diſ- 
figured and incumbered before the Reformation. 


To many of our Brethren, reſpectable for their Abilities as well as 
Station, and truly amiable in their Diſpoſitions, the previous Engage- 
ment to a particular eſtabliſhed Syſtem, has been thought to preclude 
all farther Progreſs in the good and neceſſary Work of Reformation, 


e believing as they believed, and ſacrificed their Underſtandings at the Shrine of the 
« popular Superſtition. Almighty God hath bleſſed, and Divine Providence will con- 
<« tinue to give a Bleſſing and Succels to every Attempt of this Kind, to promote ra- 
de tional Religion, and the ſacred Cauſe of TRUTH, until at laſt thoſe Things, which 
* now give juſt Offence to intelligent and ferious Chriſtians, which damp the ſpirit of 
« their public Devotions, which they ardently, but ineffectually, wiſh were removed, 
e will be totally exterminated, and the bleſſed Goſpel in its primeval Purity and Sim- 
e plicity, free from all human Schemes and corrupt Admixtures, convince the Under- 
<« ſtanding, conſtitute the Faith, direct the Practice, and enſure the beſt Intereſts and 
4% Happineſs of the whole World.” —Dr. Harweod's Preface to his five Diſſertations, | 
Printed 1772. 8vo. * 
Rev. xvli. 14. + 2 Pet. i. 19, 1 Deut. xxix. 29. * 


D ſo 


101 
ſo nobly begun by our Forefathers. One Writer, indeed, (of ſome 
Note in the Controverſy, and who was not without his Followers) 
advanced the very reprehenſible Paradox, that ** Authority once eſta- 
bliſhed muſt be obeyed.” A Jew or a Heathen would thank that 
Writer for the Conceſſion, and would not*fail to improve it to conſi- 
derable Advantage, when either of them diſputed their Faith with 
the Chriſtian, as would alſo the Papiſt when diſtreſſed by the irrefra- 
gable Arguments of a conſiſtent Proteſtant Opponent. This Doc- 
trine of indiſcriminate Obedience, if as cloſely followed in Practice as 
maintained in Theory, would have long ſince rendered our political 
Creed as precarious as our religious Faith; it would not only have mi- 
litated againſt the eflential Obligations of a good Chriſtian, and good 
Proteſtant in the one Caſe, but againſt thoſe of a good Citizen in the 
other “. 


But further, it may be generally obſerved that the warmeſt Friend 
of the preſent Syſtem would hardly care to adhere to the Expectations 
| god 


* It may not be thought unworthy the Obſervation of the inquiſitive Reader that Dr. 
Tillotſon aſſerted, in a Sermon on Joſh, xxiv. 15. preached at Court the 2d of April, 1680, 
and which was unexpectedly commanded by the King to be publiſhed, that no Man 
% without an extraordinary Commiſſion from Heaven, teſtified by working Miracles as 
e the Apoſtles did, ought to affront the eſtabliſhed Religion of a Nation, though it be 
é falſe, and openly to draw Men off from the Profeſſion of it in Contempt of the 
« Magiſtrate and the Law, &c.” King Charles II. having flept moſt Part of the Time 
while the Sermon was delivered, a Nobleman ſtepped up to him, as ſoon as it was over, 
and ſaid, *Tis Pity your Majeſty flept ; for we had the rareſt Piece of Hobbiſm 
* that ever you heard in your Life.” Od's Fiſh, he /hall print it then, anſwered the 
King, and immediately called the Lord-Chamberlain, and gave him his Command to the 
Deaa to print the Sermon. When it came from the Preſs, the Dean ſent a Copy, as 
a Preſent to the juſtly celebrated Mr. John Howe, who did not only write him a long 
Letter upon this erroneous Doctrine, but expoſtulated with him upon it in a friendly 

Manner, upon which Dr. Tillotſon (then Dean of Canterbury) burſt into Tears, and 
frankly acknowledged that it was not to be juſtified. Dr. Tillotſon did afterwards add an 
explanatory Paragraph, (ſee Confeſſional, 3d Edit. p. 263—268. Note) but which came 
ſhort of the Retraction expected by Dr. Patrick (afterwards Biſhop of Ely) and which 
would have deciſively confirmed this Anecdote of one of the firſt Rank among the 
Engliſh Prelates, as firſt given by Dr. Calamy,-It is received, however, without any Re- 

| ſerve 


WM: | 
and Requirements of the Formularies of it ſo far, as to oblige himſelf - 
to defend them at the Expence of his prior, more important, and more 
binding Obligation to the Church of Chriſt. In my own Eſtimation, 
our Church, in none of her Stipulations expreſsly requires Terms ſo 
hard upon her Members, or ſo ruinous to her own Foundations. 
Ultimately, however, the Reaſons for our own perſonal Conduct, whe- 
ther they reſpect our joining in, or objecting to the late Applications 
for Relief from Burdens grievous to be borne ; or the undeſirable Al- 

ternative of our continuing in, or renouncing our Miniſtrations under 
them, muſt be referred, and are only amenable to the Conſcience of 
every Individual. It is not the Sneers of weak or wicked Men, it is 
not the Aſperſions of the Malicious, or the Cravings of Expectants, 
that ſhould affect our reſpective Determinations, WRHO ART THOU 
THAT JUDGEST ANOTHER MaAN's SERVANT ? To mis own MASTER 


HE $STANDETH OR FALLETH *, Our Maſter is Chriſt, and he alone 
our Judge. 


It 1s the Opinion of ſome of our Brethren, and thoſe not a few, that 
the Idea of Duty and Attachment to our national Church, does not ex- 
clude an Obligation to make known the Blemiſhes and weaker Parts of 
its Eſtabliſhment while we are doing Juſtice to the Excellencies of it, 
the better to guard ourſelves againſt the inſidious Attacks of our 
avowed Adverſaries, who often come among us only to diſcover the 
Nakedneſs of our Land, and to reproach us for our Partiality. And 
with this Perſuaſion, the ſame Perſons conſidered themſelves under 
the further Obligation reſpectfully to ſolicit the Removal of all un- 
ſcriptural and unedifying Impoſitions, and the Subſtitution of the 


ſerve by Dr. Birch, in his Life of Archbiſhop Tillotſon, 8 vo. 1752. p. 61, Cc. See alſo 
Mr. Granger's Biographical Hiſtory of England, 8vo. Vol. iii. p. 312. Art. Howe, and 
more particularly in Mr. Palmer's Non-Conformiſt's Memorial, Vol. i. p. 414. Art. Hows. 
I cannot pretend to judge upon the Probability of Dr. Balgyy's Converſion from 
Haobbiſm, as he has not thought proper to announce the Meaſure of his Conviction, 

| * Rom. xiv, 4. | 
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Chriſtian Scriptures alone, as the only legitimate Teſt of Admiſſion 


into the Miniſtry of a Chriftian and a Proteſtant Church, and of the 
liberal Terms of Communion with her. With equal Reſolution, 
equal Judgment and Zeal, it is hoped that the fame Men would re- 
ſolutely have maintained and defended that Barrier which Chriſtianity 


and Proteſtantiſm have jointly placed, as well for the Defence of true 
| Religion, as the Prevention of all foreign Encroachment and Uſurpa- 


wo.” 


It deſerves to be remarked here, however, that there ſeemed, upon 
the Whole, to be as little Agreement in the ſeveral Reaſons afligned 
for the Continuance of our human Formularies, as is generally found in in 
the Interpretation and Conſtruction of them. 


One reſpe&s Antiquity, another objected the Danger of Innovations, 

a third wiſhed for a partial and ſuperficial Reform, far ſhort of the Root 
of the Grievance, a fourth objected to the Mode of Application, a fifth to 
the conſtitutional Inpracticabili ty of ay further Alterations. | 


ANTIQUITY 1s, indeed, a e e reſpectable Name. But the 
Goſpel in its Simplicity, is of longer ſtanding than any of thoſe Ad- 
ditions which are pretended to have been grafted upon it. Antiquity, 
if made to refer to any Matter ſubſequent to the Publication of the 
Goſpel, juſtifies nothing, which the Light of our own Age informs us 
is incongruous with, or repugnant to, the Deſign of planting the 
Chriſtian Religion in the World, which can only be diſcovered by 
recurring to the Ara whence it derives its Original; and to be guided 
herein by any Thing but the original Record, would only lead us into 
. Deception, and Darkneſs *. - "5 

| : e 


- 


„That which I complain of is, that we look upon wiſe 1408 that lived long ago 


4 with ſo much Veneration and Miſtake, that we reverence them not for having been 
4 wiſe mm but that they lived long lince,” * Jer. * s Liberty of Praphe- 


. | | Hing: 
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The DANGER or INNOVATION is an Eccleſiaſtical Watch-Word of 


very trifling Importance when uſed to diſcourage the Removal of Forms 
and Ordinances which are confeſſedly obſtructive of Chriſtian Edifica- 
tion, for the Sake of which, ſurely, ſomething more ought to be 
hazarded than the Loſs of a merely ideal Uniformity ; on which the 


Spirit of the Goſpel, bleſſed be God, lays no ſuch Streſs, as to make it | 


an indiſpenſible Condition either of Chriſtian Communion here, or of 
everlaſting Salvation hereafter. St. Paul was not backward to de- 
clare, in his Epiſtle to the Romans, 1n the true Spirit of an Apoſtle, 


Lr GoD BE TRUE AND EVERY MAN A LIAR *. And this ſuppoſed 


Danger was (we well know. and ought to remember with unfeigned 


Thankfulneſs) ſucceſſively ſet at naught by Moſes and the Prophets, 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, by Luther and his ne N in 18 of 


| 


all the intereſted Clamors of their Opponents. 


% 


In Anfwer to thoſe who have wiſhed for a FAR TIAL RerForm, and 


alſo have objected to the Mopz or APPLICATION, it will be ſufficient 


to reply, that nothing was thrown in the Way of others of our Brethren 


who choſe to ſeek their own Relief their own Way. The Experiment 
was t tried by a Body of very learned, ingenious, and worthy Men, and 
ended in ſomething very like the Converſion of the firſt Foster of 
a late Application to the Cauſe of the petitioning Clergy * 


ring, $8. p. 210. And, indeed, while we reſpect Men who lived ſome Ages ago merely 
on Account of their Knowledge (except in Caſes where their Teſtimony is Evidence of 
Fatts,) it is certain that the longer Interval between their Days and our own, the 
weaker ſhould ſeem their Diſcernment, as far as ſimple Authority is concerned. 
Agreeably to this Idea is an old Obſervation, and which hath been frequently repeated, 
« A Pigmey on a Giant's Shoulder, can ſee further than the Giant himſelf.” See 
Daille on the Right Uſe of the Fathers, Part 2d, p. 192. n Biſhop Creft's Naked Truth, 
p. 11, printed 1675. 

* Rom. iii. 4. + See an excellent Pamphlet generally aſcribed to Mr. Walla/lon, 
entituled, Canſiderations on the State of Subſcription to the Articles, and Liturgy of the Church 


F England, towards the Clie of the Year 1773. By a Conſ "tent Proteſtant, "rites for 
, P * , ; 


In 
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In favor of the CONSTITUTIONAL TIMPRAGTICABILITY of the 
Meaſure, has been alledged a Clauſe in the Act of Union; and that 
Act, conſidered. in all its Parts, as an unalterable Compact between the 
two Kingdoms of England and Scotland, as well with Reſpect to Reli- 
gion, as to civil Policy. This Compact is, indeed, unalterable in 
every Part, which, conſidered as a public Pledge and mutual Com- 
pact, reſpects the Incroachments of one Kingdom on the other, but 
no further. In this Senſe have ſome diſtinguiſhed Lawyers, and 
other eminent Writers, interpreted this favorite Idea of ſome Men, 
and the ſheet Anchor of their Oppoſition, in this Senſe it was ably ex- 
plained in Parliament, and with theſe agrees the Account of the beſt 
contemporary Hiſtorian +. 


St. Paul ſays, Let ALL Türxds BE DONE DECENTLY AND IN 
-ORDER , and ſo far as this is applied to Modes of Diſcipline which 
encroach not on the Rights of Conſcience, all may be well. St. Pau! 
does not appear to have intended more. The civil Magiſtrate has no 
Concern with the Religion of his People, ſo long as Obedience is paid 


The only Law-Authority that I-can recollect, at this Time, for the real Exiſtence 
of this Objection, is Sir William Blackſtone, and who, though long ago confuted by the 
maſterly Pen of Dr. Furneaux, in his Letters to him (ſecond Edit. 8vo. 1971.) by Dr. 
Prieſtley, in his Remaris on ſome Paragraphs, and by the Author of An Objection drawn from 
the A of Union, Conſidered, &c. (printed for Dilly, 1771.) and occaſionally, by certain 
other learned and ingenious Writers, as alſo by the Solicitor General, (Mr. Wedderburne) 
in the. Houſe of Commons, on February 6th 1772,—continues the exceptionable Para- 
graphs in the fourth Edition of the Commentaries, which is now before me. Hence, I 
conclude, guiding my Judgment by my own Digeſt of their reſpective Pleadings, that 
the Queſtion ſo peremptorily decided by the Commentor, is, while limited to his Works 
coram non Judice. 

The Parliament of Great Britain conſtitute the ſupreme Legiſlature of theſe King- 
doms ; by an Act of their collective Body the Grievance is impoſed, and by them only 
it can be conſtitutionally removed. To them did the Proteſtant Petitioners apply, but 
through certain Prejudices and Miſapprehenſions (of which perhaps this might make 
one) and Influence of another Sort, which it would be invidious to recite, they were 
3 to fail. of Succeſs. 4 1 Cor. xiv. 40. 


unto 
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unto kim by them in all Things lawfully and conflitutionally enacted 
reſpecting civil Matters. His Authority is bounded by overt Acts; 
the Operations of the Mind and the Dictates of Conſcience, as they 
are out of his Province, ſo are they beyond his Authority. And he is 
an Enemy to his own Dignity, Peace, and Intereſt, and the good of 
his People, when he intermeddles to alter the Terms of Acceptance 
of a Man with his God, and expoſes him to the Opprobrium of 
groſsly proftituting Religion to the moſt iniquitous Purpoſes, and 
reducing it to a mere Engine of his ſecular Government, than which | 
noting can be a * Abuſe TY it. 


To conclude. The Chanch of Chriſt will ſuryive its Corruptions 
and Incumbrances, inſomuch that even THE GA TES or HELL SHALL 
NOT PREVAIL AGAINST IT *, if Holy Writ faith true. Under this 
faithful Saying, I truſt and am confident that, in the fulueſs of Time, 
_ Chriſtianity will not only find a full Toleration, but have its free Courſe 
among Chriſtians, by Means of Freedom and liberal Examination ; 
and likewiſe, that the Liberty of interpreting and preaching God's 
written Word will be allowed and encouraged among ſincere and 
ſerious Chriſtians of all Denominations ; and that the Diſciples of our 
Common Lord and Maſter will practically conſider him, not only as 
the AvTnoR, but the FinisHeR or THEIR FAT TH +. In the mean 
Time, let us remember the Exhortation of Paul to the Romans, to 
MARK THEM-WHICH -CAUsE DivisIoNs AND OFFENCES CONTRARY 
TO THE DOCTRINE WHICH THEY HAD LEARNED; AND TO AVoirD 
THEM { ; and the prophetic Language of Jeſus, IT 18 IMPOSSIBLE, 
BUT THAT OFFENCES WILL COME, and more particularly the ad- 
monitory Cloſe of them, Bur Wor unTo HIM THROUGH WHOM 
THEY COME $. Not forgetting that Offences more than equally cri- 
minal may ariſe from the undue Exertion of Authority, as well as from 
Oppoſition to eſtabliſhed Authority, exerciſed out of its proper Limits, 


* Matt, xvi. 18. + Heb, xii. 2. { Rom, xvi. 17. {| Matt, xviii. 7. 
and Luke xvii, I. 
| The 
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The Teſtimony. of a good r e will riſe W to all the 
Revilings and unjuſt Reproaches of a ſinful and adulterous Generation, 
and far more than compenſate for all the Sacrifices of worldly In- 
tereſts which we may be called upon, in the Courſe of our Probation, 
to make at the Altar of Truth. If any of us ſhould be called upon 
to SUFFER AS A CHRISTIAN, LET US NOT BE ASHAMED; BUT LET 
us GLORIFY GoD on THis BEHALF *. Highly commendable and 

happy are thoſe who act with Sincerity from their reſpective Con- 
victions, and who have previouſly done themſelves ſo much Juſtice, 
as to have beſtowed all neceflary Enquiry ; but that Seryant who ſhall 
have wilfully hidden his Talent, will not be leſs accountable, in the 

Event, than he who ſhall have wilfully miſapplied it. If we take to 

4 ourſelves the Characters of MinisTERs oF CHRIST, AND STEWARDS 

1 or THE MYSTERIES oF Go, let us not for the Sake of God and his 

Chriſt, for the Sake of thoſe of whom we take the. Overſight, for the 

Sake of ourſelves, let us not forget, that IT Is REQUIRED IN STE 
ARDS, THAT A MAN BE FOUND FAITHFUL I. 


Let Temper and Moderation diſtinguiſh us in all our Differences 
through our Chriſtian Warfare as the Marks of our Diſcipleſhip, ſeeing 
that Love and mutual Charity are the principal Characteriſtics of a 
Goſpel-Spirit. Thou IS EAR, faith the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, 
WITH THE TONGUES or MEN AND oF ANGELS, AND HAVE NOT 
CHARITY, I AM BECOME As SOUNDING BRASS, OR A TINKLING 
CymBar. And though I have the Gift of Prophecy, and underſtand 
all Myſteries, and all. Knowledge; and though I have all Faith, ſo 
that I could remove Mountains, and have not Charity, I am 
nothing 1. Whatever be our Faith, LET us app, faith St. Peter, 
To ouR FAiTH VIRTUE; AND TO VIRTUE KNOWLEDGE; AND TO. 
KNOWLEDGE TEMPERANCE,; AND TO 'TEMPERANCE PATIENCE; 
AND To PATIENCE GODLINESS.; AND To GODLINESS BROTHERLY 
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1 Pet. iv. 36, 4 1 Cor. iv. 1, 2. 1 1 Cor. xiii, 4, 2&c. 
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KINDNESS; AND TO BROTHERLY KinDNess Cnarnrtyc Fox 1Þ 
THESE "THINGS BE IN us, AND ABOUND, "THEY MAKE us THAT WE 


SHALL NEITHER BE BARREN, NOR UNFRUEITFUL IN THE KNOWEEDGE 
or ouR LORD JESUS CARISH *. And yet, afterall, we muſt further 


remember that we are not to be ſupine or negligent, but to ſtand faſt 
in our Chriſtian Liberty, as well as our Chriſtian Faith, and be diligent 
and watchful over both. We are exhorted to be 600D Solo RS as 


well as G60oD SERVANTS of Jeſus Chriſt; and earneſtty to CON TEND 


FOR as well as to PREACH THE FAITH ONCE DELIVERED UNTO THE 
SAINTS +. And in the Midſt mens we are to MAKE OUR Mong- 


RATI@N/KNOWN UNTO ALL Mu. n #2 AMP 
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man my Brethren, let us, however thus differing in Senti- 
ment, agree in thoſe Things which are firſt needful. Let us reſpe& 


our ſeveral Congregations as Flocks committed to our Care, of whom 


1 Phil, i. 27, 28. 


2 Pet. i. 5—8. 


we have taken the Overſight, or BY CONSTRAINT BUT WIL 
LINGLY; NOT FOR FILTHY LUCRE BUT OF A READY MIND; NEITHER 
AS BEING LORDS oVER Gop's HEerITAGE BUT BEING' EXAMPLES 
To THE FLock{. LET ouR CONVERSATION BE AS IT BECOMETH.. 
THE GospEL or CHRIST, STAND FAST IN ONE SPIRIT, WITH ONE. 
MinD, $TRIVING TOGETHER FOR THE FAITH OF THE GOSPEL 5 
AND IN NOTHING TERRIFIED BY OUR ADVERSARIES : Waren 18 
TO THEM AN EVIDENT TOKEN OF PERDITION, BUT TO us OP 
SALVATION, AND THAT or Gop|}. Let us be inftant in Seaſon, 
and out of Seaſon in promoting every good Word and Work; and ike 
the good Samaritan, attend to the Condition of our weak and ſpicitu- 

ally wounded Brethren, and not like the Prieſt or the Levite paſs by 
on the other Side. Let us, in few Words, be no MoRE CHILDREN 
"TOSSED TO AND FRO, AND CARRIED ABOUT WITH EVERY Wind op” 
DocTRINE, AND BY THE SLEIGHT OF MEN, AND CUNNING, CRAFTI- | 


* 


+ 2 Tim. ii. 3. „ 1 Phil. iv. 5. 8 1 Pet. V. 2, 3 
| 11 aa ee 
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NESS, WHEREBY| THEY LIE an Warriro DECEIVE 3 ; BUT SPEAK THT 
Tnurz I Love, THAT WE MAY GROW- UP UNTO HIM IN ALL. 
Thixes, WHICH 1s THE HEAD, EVEN CHRIST *. If it be poſſible, 
let us NOT: ONLY BE ALMOST, BUT ALTOGETHER SUCH As PAUL +, 
Let us be ſuch, as to be entitled to be numbered among thoſe: that 
” KEEP - THE. Dan 6224 ated oy Son, AND. THE Farru ar 
N ent 5475 * 


Now un rO HIM WHO HATH POWER To STABLISH YOU ACCORD- 
ING To THE Go8PEL AND PREACHING or JesUs CHRIST. To Gon 
ONLY WISE, BE Grozy, THROUGH Jesus CHRIST, FoR EVER S. 
Amen. 


» Eph. iv. 14, 15. + Acts xxvi. 29. f Rev. xiv. 12. $ Rom. xvi. 25, 27. 
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Dedication, Page vi. Line 5. far vurſuaded read perſuaded. 

Page 8. Note, Line 7. for Advocates read Advocate. 

— 15. Line 3. Apoſtle Paul. 

| — 22. Note, Line 10. for Commentor read Commentator. 

Note omitted, Page 19. Line 3. after the Words Church of Chriſt,” It ſhould 
| ſeem that every conſiſtent Proteſtant would wiſh. to refer bimſelf on all Occaſions to the 
Bible. onLy, as a never failing Barrier againſt the Devices of Men, and all equivocal 
Defences of them, or hazard the very humiliating Confeſſion of Pope Alexander the IIId. 
Sir John Harrington, in a Letter to Henry Prince of Wales (1609.) acquaints him, that 
every Day during that Lent, Friar Fulgentio, of the Order of. Servites, preached the 
« Word of God purely and without Mixture. The Pope, hearing of the Sermons of 
« this honeſt Man, ſent for the Venetian Ambaſſador, and told him, that he had been 
. informed, that one Fulgentio had preached Doctrines contrary to the Catholic Faith. 
„The Ambaſſador anſwered, that he preached nothing but the Word of God. 8 [ 
- under fland, replied the Pope, but do not you know, that to preach the Goſpel and the Word” 
« of God, is to dgſtroy the Catholic 1 IR ?” See Birch's Life of Hen. Prince of Malen 
vo. 1760. p. = | 


